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Mission 
The mission of The Pennfield School is to create an 
inclusive community of dedicated learners, where 
students are given a foundation and appreciation for 
the joyful pursuit of understanding, while fostering 
respect for oneself and others as a way of life.

We are committed to creating an environment in which 
everyone is treated with kindness and respect.

We are committed to being a joyful place, where 
students learn by example: the importance of honesty, 
integrity, generosity and humor.

We are committed to providing a challenging and 
balanced curriculum, enabling our students to succeed 
at a wide variety of secondary schools and beyond.

We are committed to fostering a strong partnership 
between faculty, students and parents.

We are committed to creating an inclusive culture that 
is diverse in make-up, is accepting of others, and helps 
develop a strong sense of social and community 
responsibility.

We are committed to embracing the uniqueness of 
every member of our community and providing the 
individual attention needed to help each student’s 
talents unfold.

We are committed to providing a safe and supportive 
environment in which students are encouraged to take 
academic, artistic and athletic risks.

Core Values

Little Slocum Farm
110 Sandy Point Avenue

Portsmouth, Rhode Island 02871

401.849.4646  •  pennfield.org

preschool (age 3) – eighth grade

joy • understanding • respect
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Each school day drop-off begins with “Good Morning” and 
“Hello” to our students and their families. I cannot imagine 
a better way to start the day. Each enthusiastic greeting from 
students and parents makes it impossible for me to be grumpy. 
It is a better wake-me-up than a Dunkin’ coffee with an extra 
espresso shot. I head into assembly with an added bounce in  
my step. Why? Because that is what makes The Pennfield School 
so special and so different from other institutions. We are a 
happy community.

Community! Oxford defines community as: a feeling of 
fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common attitudes, 
interests, and goals. Sounds like Pennfield! We are also a 
generous community. Generosity comes in many forms, and 
during the past year hundreds of volunteers served Pennfield in many different capacities, 
investing time and talent, strengthening our programming, and giving unselfishly to ensure 
that Pennfield lives for at least another 52 years. Speaking of giving unselfishly, I want to 
express my gratitude and appreciation for all that Rob Kelley did in his 18 years of service. 
Pennfield is a wonderful school environment, and Rob and Ann are responsible for the 
myriad of great things that Pennfield is known for in the community. Thank you, Rob, for 
creating a rich educational environment and for building on history and traditions that 
inspire us daily. I am grateful that I can follow in your footsteps. 

I assumed the Head of School position this past July. I had shared throughout the interview 
process and subsequent conversations, project-based learning, place-based curriculum, and 
experiential education comprise a large part of my educational philosophy and pedagogy. 
All signs indicate that schools must evolve and change in the future; tomorrow’s workers 
will be relationship builders, collaborators, and innovators. While there remains a need for 
traditional classroom academic rigor, Pennfield must also offer students opportunities that 
allow them to grow in heart and spirit. We want them to become confident and feel safe 
stepping out of their comfort zones. Studies show that students exposed to project-based 
learning have a higher degree of academic success, are more creative, and master what were 
once known as the soft skills of collaboration, innovation, and relationship building. 

How do we do that? Our faculty. Over 95% of parents who responded to a school-wide survey 
this past May are extremely satisfied and believe the faculty are the heart and soul of our 
community. Typically, that number hovers around 55% satisfaction in other school surveys 
when asked a comparable question. As we dive into the work to design Pennfield’s Strategic 
Plan, a primary goal of mine is to secure the resources to provide compensation packages that 
appropriately enhance the quality of life for our faculty and their families.

Thank you to all of our staff, volunteers, donors, and community partners for supporting our 
critical efforts to develop good human beings. There has never been a more important time 
for Pennfield to exist. Having spent the majority of my career in college preparatory high 
schools, I am convinced that preschool – 8th grade are the years where students discover  
who they are, how they learn, and how to make a positive difference. 

This year’s Spirit celebrates Pennfield and highlights your generosity to our community. 
Simply put, without you Pennfield would not exist.

Respectfully, 
 
 
Paul Amadio 
head of school 

Message from the Head of School
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ROpen House
Friday, January 26
8:15 a.m. – 10 a.m.

Valentine’s Day  
Bake Sale
Wednesday, February 14
8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Talent Show
Friday, March 8
1:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Corporation Meeting
Thursday, April 25
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Mark Bistline  
Golf Tournament
Monday, May 13
10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Toast on the Terrace
Monday, May 13
5 p.m. – 7 p.m.

School Play
Friday, May 24
6 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Commencement
Thursday, June 13
10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
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Opening Day of School Grandparents Day 

Snapshots 2022-23

Fall Festivity

Thanksgiving Feast Ice Skating Party Spelling BeeSnowball Semi-Formal

Bingo Night 8th Grade vs. Faculty Basketball Spirit Week

Earth DayArts Week Winnie the Pooh
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Good morning everyone. It is such an 
honor to be here today. I have dreamed 
of speaking at Pennfield commencement 
for well over a decade, as long as I’ve 

known that people get asked to speak at events like this. The school 
did so much for me, and I dreamed of the opportunity to give a little 
bit back to Pennfield and be asked to return and share my thoughts 
on my time here.

There are things that I’m known for, admired for, and respected 
for in my life today that I can trace directly back to my time at 
Pennfield.

PUBLIC SPEAKING – As you all may know every 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grader has to give an assembly speech every year, so from the time I 
was 12 years old I was practicing giving speeches to a crowd of 100 
or more. Today, in my corporate job, I’m known for being a good 
public speaker. I’m known for running a good meeting, giving a 
good talk, and giving a good presentation because I’ve been practic-
ing since I was in 6th grade.

SHOW EXCITEMENT – When I was in 5th grade I had a brief time 
where I was very excited about poetry and I would check out all of 
the kids’ poetry books from the library. One day, I came across a 
poem called “The Tiger” that I really liked. I ran up to Mr. Kelley 
and asked,  “Can I read this poem in assembly tomorrow, I really 
like it.” Because I was so excited about it he let me read it in front 
of the school for no reason at all. So I learned that it is good to be 
excited about the things that I’m passionate about. And today I’m 
known for diving deep into the things that I love.

STUDY AND PREPARE – I remember the first ever science test that 
I needed to study for in lower school, sitting outside at recess read-
ing through the textbook to make sure that I was ready for the test.  
I remember studying for my 8th grade anatomy test in Mr. B’s sci-
ence class and coming up with pneumonic devices with my friends 
to remember all the bones in the body.

I still remember patella…Nutella. The rhyme we came up with 
for the kneecap and our favorite snack. Learning how to study in 

Pennfield nurtures skills and traits that will lead to success. 
Excerpts from commencement speaker, Megan Fantes, ’10

middle school was very useful for high school, college, get-
ting a Master’s degree, and even getting a job and promotion.  
I learned to LOVE learning, and it’s made me a success today.

ASK QUESTIONS - Asking questions is a good thing. When 
Mr. Kelley was just starting as new head of school he had a big 
meeting with the current students. I was sitting in the front 
row, and I raised my hand really high to ask him a question.

Neither of us remember what the question was, but he remem-
bers that I was excited to ask it, and he knows that he gave me 
an answer. So he let me be excited about asking that question, 
and he honored it by giving me an answer. 

Be the one who asks the questions. Be the one in classes in 
high school that raises their hand and asks for something to be 
clarified, because if you have a question then somebody else in 
the room also has the same question. 

In college I studied math, and math majors are not the most 
talkative people. But I was not your typical math major, be-
cause I went to Pennfield, and I was always comfortable talking 
in class and asking the professors questions.

When you are the one who asks questions you learn things. 
Asking questions does not show that you are ignorant. It shows 
that you want to learn more; it shows that you care. Be curious 
about the answers. The real magic is when you ask a ques-
tion, and you care about the answer, and you listen, and you  
hear it. That is where beautiful learning happens, and that’s 
where you find out new things about the world.

I thank Pennfield for nurturing my public speaking skills, my 
passion, my excitement, and my question asking because it has 
directly affected who I am today. To the 8th graders and their 
friends and family here today. I encourage you to all to take 
note of what you have learned during your time at Pennfield 
and remember as you go forward. It’s certainly helped me in 
my life. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2023,  
and never stop asking questions.

Lessons Learned
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The Lynne Eagles Coaches’ Award 
Presented to a male and female athlete who  
exemplify the spirit and goals of the  
Pennfield Athletic Program.  
Ainsley Moe and Bodhi Gerlach

Eric W. Lawrence Art Prize
Awarded to an eighth grader who has enriched the artistic  
life at the school.  Logan Cournoyer

The Redwood Library and Atheneum Prize in History 
Presented to an eighth grader in recognition of outstanding academic achievement  
and a dedicated interest in history. Madison York

The Dr. Benjamin Harrison Walker, Jr., Science Prize
Awarded to an eighth grader who seeks deeper understanding of the natural world 
through the study of the sciences and is eager to share that passion with others.    
Ethan Scheusner

The Dr. Ronald G. Zeffiro Community Service Award 
Awarded to an eighth grader who has demonstrated exemplary volunteer service to a 
local agency in keeping with the mission of the school. Bodhi Gerlach

The Williams College Book Prize 
For extracurricular activity and potential for leadership. Logan Cournoyer

The Isabelle H. Penny Prize in English 
For outstanding and conscientious study and usage of the English language.   
Emerson Clemens

The John R. Pedrick Award 
Awarded to a Pennfield student who embodies the spirit and tenets of John R. Pedrick,  
by making a difference in the lives of others through kindness, respect, understanding,  
tolerance and compassion. Nyree Wilson

The Spanish Prize 
For excellence in all aspects of the language and a strong interest in increased under-
standing of the world’s Spanish-speaking culture.  Adelaide Rowe

Jewelle Allen Math Prize 
Awarded to a student who has demonstrated outstanding mathematical scholarship.   
Emerson Clemens

The Pennfield School Association Spirit Award 
Awarded to the eighth grader who represents the family spirit of The Pennfield School  
at its best through kindness to all, participation in school activities and support of the  
school’s ideals. Adelaide Rowe

The Faculty Cup
For significant contributions to the life of The Pennfield School. Adelaide Rowe

Life Lessons from Ted Lasso
A Message from the Board Chair

Treat people with respect. True character is 
measured by how people treat others, not when 
they’re being watched, but when they’re not being 
watched. 

Be positive. Ted represents the choice to be positive 
and curious, even when circumstances dictate you 
should be scared and afraid. You have a choice in 
how you see the world and your circumstances.

Kindness and respect matter. Ted is kind and gen-
erous with a helpful ear and a quirky, disarming 
remark.  And in those remarks, one can learn and 
grow. Through looking at people’s differences, we 
actually uncover universal truths like love, accep-
tance, purpose, and a need to belong.

Work together.  Teammates need to put aside their 
own agendas and perspectives, and focus their col-
lective skills and talents for the overriding goal 
of working together. Great things do not happen 
alone. You have a team and are on a team of family, 
siblings, friends, teachers and community.

Believe. You can’t believe without confidence and 
confidence is only built over time through consis-
tency of action, and trust.

Be a Goldfish.  When you have done your best, 
and given your all, the only thing left to do when 
things go wrong, is be a Goldfish. Forget about the 
outcome and stop dwelling on it. Tomorrow will 
be another day, and the clock will reset once again.

Be curious, not judgmental. You can be like Ted 
Lasso. You can choose to see things positively, you 
can choose kindness and respect over ignorance 
and indifference. You can choose compassion and 
empathy over discord and apathy. You can look at 
things that unite rather than divide. You can look 
at every obstacle, every road block, every bump in 
the road as a lesson.

Good Luck and Congratulations!
– Theodore Karousos,  P’12, ’15, ’18, ’20

   Joy in Learning
2023 award winners
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The Green Team, led by Sustainability Educator Sam Schreiber, is our 
newest extra-curricular offering at Pennfield. This nature driven club 
explores sustainability around our beautiful campus. Green Team is 
divided into two groups that meet after school on separate days.

Students explore different issues we as a society face and come up 
with great solutions to address them. Our younger students in grades 

1-4 often find themselves on nature 
based walks around campus, 
learning about ideas and strategies 
to help our environment. They also participate in a recycling based activity 
each month.

Older students in grades 5-8 spend time delving into issues facing our State and 
Country, discussing electric vehicles, global warming, threatened species, and 
other environmental issues. The club is both a place for discussion and an action 
committee where students can develop projects that have a positive impact on 
the environment.

The Green Team has undergone many projects this year, but our biggest 
accomplishments were our composting program and our vegetable garden on 
the edge of campus. Our sustainability program prepares students to adopt 
lifelong habits that will benefit the planet. 

Pennfield’s Green Team:
          cultivating  
              sustainability



7th graders spent 8 weeks this past winter  
at FabNewport participating in a unique  
collaboration of World Cultures, Art, and  
Science. Fab lab (short for fabrication lab) 
is a small scale workshop where students 
are able to create almost anything they can 
imagine using powerful technology tools: 
computer controlled routers, laser cutters, 
vinyl cutters, 3D scanners & printers, sewing 
machines, and more. 

Students were challenged to find solutions 
to problems that arise from conflicts occur-
ring when different values or beliefs, within 
or between cultures, collide. People may 
share culture, but they may share it differ-
ently, dependent on their point of view.

Designers worked in teams, using a five-step 
process to produce and present a solution to 
a cultural conflict. With the guidance of  
FabNewport mentors, they empathized to 
define a problem, brainstormed solutions, 
created prototypes, tested, and made  
adjustments to projects that they felt could 
improve the lives of others. During the last 
session, parents were invited to see the final 
designs.

Conflicts or problems that students worked 
on solving:

•   Misunderstanding/Understanding  
Conversations

•   Effects of Climate Change

•   Balancing Time

•   Coke vs. Pepsi

•   Did You Do Your Homework?

•   Multipurpose Shoes

•   Demoplicans: a New Political Party

by Mattie Kemp

by Peter Dorrien Traisci

Discovering 
Guatemala:  
A Transformative 
Spring Break
                                                                                          

Mr. Bottone, Ms. Hardy, and I joined twenty-

three of our upper school students for an 

unforgettable adventure over Spring Break 

2023 – traveling to Guatemala to experience the 

culture and participate in a service project.  

As one student reflected, “This trip taught 

students and teachers a new way to view the 

world, uncovered personal independence, and 

was overall an amazing experience.”

Students began the week spending time in the 

city of Antigua, learning to make chocolate  

and climbing the 8,000 foot Pacaya Volcano!  

The group then traveled to the small community 

of San Juan La Laguna on the banks of Lake 

Atitlán to begin a service project painting the 

interior of a local elementary school. While in 

the town, we spent four nights in local homes, 

interacting with families, speaking primarily in 

Spanish, and experiencing their daily life.

It was important that the students understood 

that we were not traveling to another country 

to save the people there. The residents of San 

Juan La Laguna lead humble but very content 

lives. They don’t need us to save them; they just 

need a bit of support, and I am so grateful we 

were able to offer that support in a way that 

was meaningful and respectful.

After several days of fun, but tiring, work we 

were rewarded with some time to relax and 

soak in our surroundings. Our adventure ended 

with a hotel day spent at the pool and an 

intense zip-lining experience high above the 

forest floor.

I am genuinely proud to work with young 

people who are eager to experience cultures 

that are different from their own. The students’ 

energy, incredible work ethic, and positive spirit 

in the face of challenges were truly inspiring. 

This was not just any tourist trip but rather a 

meaningful exchange of language, culture, and 

common humanity. I am so grateful to  

The Pennfield School, Walking Tree Travel, 

and the many families that supported this 

international adventure. The students and group 

leaders will forever be changed by the kindness 

we experienced throughout our journey.
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Honoring Excellence

On Thursday, April 20, 2023 the Pennfield Community gathered 
virtually and in-person to welcome new trustees, honor faculty 
milestones, and celebrate Pennfield Fund donors at our Annual 
Corporation Meeting.

Danielle Frawley and Abby Rowe celebrated their fifth year at Pennfield. 
Alex Fernandez ‘01 and Frank Tito were recognized for an impressive 
decade of service, and Dawn Pigott was honored for 35 years of 
outstanding teaching at Pennfield!

A highlight of the evening was the presentation of the Diman Teaching 
Excellence Prize, chosen by fellow faculty and given to a teacher for 
inspiring students to pursue academic excellence with joy and boundless 
enthusiasm. The 2022-23 prize was awarded to two amazing educators: 
Kindergarten 
Teacher, Emily 
Johnson, and 
Sustainability 
Educator,  
Sam Schreiber!

Dawn Pigott – 35 years

Alex Fernandez and Frank Tito  – 10 years Abby Rowe  – 5 years

Sam Schreiber  –  
Diman Teaching Excellence Prize

Emily Johnson  –  
Diman Teaching Excellence Prize

Danielle Frawley – 5 years
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Honoring Excellence

The Buddy Program is a treasured community builder for 

The Pennfield School. Each year, older students are paired 

up with younger students as Buddies. Once a month, 

Buddies have the opportunity to meet and work together 

in a variety of fun and educational activities. The partner-

ships benefit both younger and older students by building 

self-esteem, communication, and empathy skills.

This beloved tradition had to be put on hold in 2020 to 

keep students as physically healthy as possible and main-

tain in-person learning, but in Fall 2022 we were thrilled 

to bring it back! Students and faculty alike were beyond 

excited for the first Buddy Day in 2 1/2 years.

Throughout the year, buddies participated in Thursday 

morning assembly “dance parties” and met monthly. 

Whether they were painting together, creating blankets 

for Project Linus, or working to clean up campus, the 

activity was secondary to the time spent laughing and 

building friendships.

A Cherished  
   Tradition Returns
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Enriching Young Minds Through  
Exploration, Creativity,  

and Problem-Solving

We are excited to unveil the latest addition to our 

curriculum at The Pennfield School — the Pennfield 

Enrichment Program! New classes designed to enrich 

the education experience of our students, offering 

them an opportunity to discover new interests, develop 

important skills, and foster a sense of creativity. 

Classes in yoga, Makerspace, theatre, and sustainability 

are not intended to replace current co-curricular 

classes or after-school activities; instead they enhance 

our daily classwork.
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Opportunities for All Ages

Preschool and Pre-k Yoga:  
Mindfulness for Little Ones

Our preschool and pre-k students enjoy a weekly yoga class, fostering 
focus, self-esteem, and emotional well-being through mindfulness and 
physical activity. Yoga games and activities help young children learn 
to control their body, mind, and breath in a more intentional way. 

Lower School Theatre, Yoga, and Makerspace:  
A World of Creativity

Theatre: Students delve into acting techniques, character motivations, 
scene work, and more. Through collaboration, problem-solving, 
and fun, young actors unlock a world of creative thinking and 
gain confidence as well as an appreciation for aesthetics.

Yoga: Mindfulness practices can enhance focus, self-esteem, and 
academic performance. Students continue to increase their ability 
to connect their breath, mind, and body.

Makerspace: A world of creativity awaits this class.  
From exploring unexpected ways to use Legos to inventing  
and problem-solving, students learn to see themselves as 
inventors and creators.  

Upper School Theatre, Makerspace, and Sustainability: 
Preparing for the Future

Theatre: Students explore acting techniques that apply directly 
to real-life situations, from learning how to communicate to 
understanding how to react to situations and collaborate with 
others. This class covers character motivations, scene work, 
audition skills, and the discipline required for ensemble productions, 
while building confidence and emphasizing emotional, physical, and 
vocal control while speaking before any audience.

Makerspace: Upper school students will use their creative skills to tackle 
real-world problems and enhance their literacy through activities like 
creating graphic novels, screenplays, and magazines.

Sustainability: Students discuss critical environmental issues and 
initiatives, including climate change, recycling, and more. They will 
collaborate on hands-on projects and activities, learning how to 
embrace a more sustainable and eco-friendly lifestyle.

Why Enrichment Matters
Students exposed to project-based learning often experience greater 
academic success and enhances creativity. They have the opportunity 
to develop essential skills such as collaboration, innovation and 
relationship building. At Pennfield, we are committed to providing 
students with education that goes beyond traditional classroom 
learning. The goal is to build a community of young thinkers, creators, 

and innovators who will shape the world for years to come.
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At the heart of Pennfield’s mission is the belief that “everyone has the right to be treated with 

kindness and respect.” Our DEIB committee members are dedicated to turning this belief into 

a thriving reality. Joy, understanding, and respect are the pillars of an inclusive and vibrant 

community, where members celebrate diversity, commonality, and individual uniqueness.  

This commitment extends beyond our campus as we strive to nurture a sense of belonging  

and prepare students to become engaged global citizens in their local and larger communities.

Providing a Voice for All: 
Diversity, Equity,  
Inclusion, and Belonging
Our Focus: 

Building Community, Sharing Information,  
Creating a Common Understanding, 

and Fostering Global Citizenship
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Building Community
We work towards being good community 
members and responsible global citizens. 
Recently, our Upper School student 
participated in Newport’s first-ever 
Festival Latino organized by Conexión 
Latina Newport. They used their Spanish 
speaking skills to engage with the local 
community, creating art with children. 
We look forward to more opportunities 
to forge partnerships beyond our school 
community.

Weekly Classes
Pennfield is dedicated to providing 
students with a strong foundation 
in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and 
Belonging. Weekly classes for students in grades 
five through eight aim to equip students to think 
independently and work collaboratively, preparing them 
for a constantly evolving future. They’re learning to 
navigate complex challenges with understanding and 
kindness, seeking answers to important global questions 
through real-world problem-solving.

Young Activists
This group adapts to the needs of our student 
community each year. Students passionate about 
diversity related issues have an opportunity to take 
an active role in society. Recent initiatives have 
included providing winter clothing for local and distant 
communities, collecting warm weather clothing to Haiti, 
and sending aid to Ukraine. The group’s newest project 
is working in collaboration with the school’s Green Team 
to grow a garden to provide vegetables to communities 
in need. This is made possible by a grant from the 
Military Spouses of Newport.

Community Conversations
Even during challenging times, such as the COVID-
19 pandemic, we’ve maintained our commitment to 
fostering community and understanding. Community 
Conversations, previously held in person, transitioned to 
virtual platforms. These gatherings are open to parents, 
teachers, and all interested community members. 
Discussions cover a variety of topics, from faculty’s 
professional development reading to thought provoking 
articles and research on diversity and inclusion. We aim 
to provide opportunities to share experiences, discuss 
current issues, learn from one another, and foster lasting 
friendships.

Art Gallery
Our mini-gallery near the Front Desk features rotating 
art exhibits, showcasing the works of diverse artists 
and a wide range of subject matter. Past installations 
celebrated women artists, women around the world, 
and highlighted the diversity of communities. We’ve 
featured artists from as far away as India as well as past 
parents and alumni. Exhibitions have included works by 
renowned photographers, sculptors, and painters.

This year began with artwork from the continents of 
Africa and Asia. We look forward to the next rotation 
of artwork, which will showcase watercolors by the 
late Susie Fields, a beloved former Upper School art 
teacher whose influence is felt by many of our alumni. 
Additionally, we anticipate an exciting new installation 
from renowned photographer Rick Guidotti, celebrating 
the beauty of human diversity.

Together, we are making strides towards 

creating an inclusive, vibrant community. 

We believe in the power of diversity and the 

strength of inclusion. Meaningful change 

requires sustained and intentional effort.  

We invite any current parent or alumni to 

join us on this journey of understanding, 

kindness, and respect for all.
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The 16th Annual Mark Bistline Golf Tournament and Toast  

on the Terrace on Monday, May 15, 2023 were both hugely  

successful! Rhode Island Country Club was the perfect setting,  

the weather was spectacular, and we raised over $78,000.  

Thank you to all of our sponsors, golfers, and party-goers.  

We appreciate your support of The Pennfield School and look  

forward to seeing you hitting the links on Monday, May 13, 2024.

S I X T E E N T H  A N N U A L

Par for the Course: 
Generous Support



We want to hear from you!
Send your news and photos to:

alumninews@pennfield.org

Digital images should be 1MB or larger.

Stay Social with Pennfield 

3  Thanksgiving  
Feast 2022 

              Pennfield’s  
50th Gala 1 
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As I begin my fourth year as the President of the PSA, it is my honor to update you on our organization’s 
most recent accomplishments.

It is with immense pride that I reflect on the contributions and invaluable support of our school community 
that dedicates considerable amounts of their time to make the mission of the PSA a success. The PSA’s  
primary focus is one of School Spirit and Morale-- we are charged with building and strengthening the  
Pennfield community through our programming.

Many of our flagship events have returned after a pandemic-induced hiatus, and it has been nothing short of 
magical to return to our traditional events schedule, while forging the way to create new traditions as well.

Through various initiatives, events, and fundraisers, we have not only raised funds for essential technology 
upgrades, but we have recently begun providing funding for the expansion of the school’s Sustainability  
efforts as they establish a schoolwide composting program, and we continue to provide funding for the  
annual Arts Week in May, and various other programs throughout the year. All of our fundraising remains 
participatory, and is anchored by our largest fundraiser, the Hot Lunch program, as well as our Spirit Shop,  
a fundraising relationship with Minted.com, and the Clement’s Receipt program.

It is a great honor and privilege to serve you as PSA President, and I look forward to another fantastic  
year ahead.

Anna Kane, P’29, P’32
psa presidenT 2020-2024   

Message from the PSA President

Follow @pennfieldschool on Like The Pennfield School on



Academic Patron  
$3,000 – $5,999
Brad and Lissy Dellenbaugh/ 
   Schwab Charitable

Jeff and Karen Houston

Stefani Hulitar

Bob and Emily Johnson/ 
   Effluential Technologies

Ted and Dina Karousos

Ray Keller

Peter and Janet Kent

Christian and Miriam Meko/ 
   Booz Allen

Steven and Isla Pageau

Brewer and Abby Rowe

David and Kristin Wheeler

Head of  
School Circle  
$750 – $2,999
Andrew Broten and  
   Anne Nicole/ 
   LinkedIn & Microsoft

Michael Campbell and  
   Souad Yarti

Brad and Caitlin Cherevaty

Stephen and Julie Connett

Chris and Anna Cote/ 
   Cote Architecture

Jock Crothers and  
   Lisa Heyward

Christine Dunn

Patrick and Lauren Haley

Peter and Courtney Halvorsen

Jeff and Cinnamon Hawks/ 
   Hawks Family Foundation

Eddie Jewel/Friends of Eddie Jewel

Jason and Anna Kane

Scott Keigwin and Jane Miniutti

Rob Kelley and Ann Cotter-Kelley

Greg and Sarah Kiely

Daniel and Amanda Linder

Andrew and Shannon Mazur

Tim and Emily Moulton/ 
   Moulton Family Charitable Fund

Scott and Grit Nanfelt/ 
   Delken and Del Nero Dry Cleaning

Travis and Kristina O’Dell/ 
   Blackbaud Giving Fund

Rob and Katie Ouellette

Adam and Eri Pace

The Pennfield School  
   Association (PSA)

Michael and Sara Pimental

Jamie Schapiro and Kristin Emory/ 
   Maine Community Foundation

Ben and Peggy Schapiro

Wilma Simpson

Jonathan Smith

David and Jill Volk

Leadership Gifts

The Pennfield Fund

Casey and Diana Ackerman

Chris and Katie Adams

Dave Alemany

Ted and Nidiana Allen

Ken Amsel

Robert Anderson

Ann Andrade

Anonymous

Mike and Maureen Antonellis

Brian and Jackie Appleton

Walter and Bevin Baetjer

Wesley and Suzanne Bannister

Peter and Alicia Barry

Gerard Baudet

Chuck and Patty Beilke

Hayden Bennett and Samantha Angel

Andy Bernstein and Maryann Jordan

Tyler Berntsen

Peter and Jenn Berton

Bob and Susan Blanchard

Tom Bliss

Richard and Susan Boeglin

Iris Bohensky and Jeff Handren

Doug and Jenn Bonoff

Alisha Borrelli

Mike and Meredith Botelho

Mathew Bottone and Sharon Rust

Bobby Bowden

Jay and Kate Bragan

Danielle Braun/SOUCISSE Giving Fund

Mark Brousseau and Carissa DeMello

David and Holly Brown

Brian and Adrienne Burke

Damon and Daniela Burton

Annual Giving Report
2023
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Fred and Diane Campagna

Laura Caraker

Evan and Ingrid Carbotti

Patricia Carbotti

Nina Carter

Filipe and Jennifer Carvalho

Wolfgang Chamberlain and Erika Zanobini

Marie Charles

John and Martha Ciummo

David Clegg

Sam and Ann Clemens

Meagon Coffey

David and Deanna Conley

Jonathan and Jordan Cook

Joshua and Rochelle Cornell

Robert and Danielle Coulter

Shawn and Jennifer Cournoyer

Thea Credle

Phil and Roe Cuccia

Carol Cummins

Travers Curtis

Domenic and Shannon D’Eramo

Jeff and Jessica Day

Tom and Mary Day

Bhavesh and Emily Dayalji

Arnod and Lizz de Villegas

Seyfi and Aila Demirsoy

Mike Desmond

Denise DiGangi and Patti Medbery/ 
   Lucky Paws

Jeff and Sara Dionne

Hugo and Renee Dominguez

Liam and Samantha Domizlaff

Kathryn Dorrien

Peter and Amy Dorrien Traisci

Chris Doughtery and Jenn Pender-
graft

Bill and Mary Durgin

Jeff and Kathy Dwyer

Michael Edmondson

Jon and Vanessa Egan

Ben Emory

Earl and Sarah Evans

Michael and Ashley Faiella

Alex and Brittany Fernandez

Eric Ford

Tim and Danielle Frawley

Dan Freess

Matt Garcia-Bragiel and Cat Reppert

Bill and Sara Gerlach

Padraig Gibbons and Alison Gib-
bons-Watt

Reed Goodhue

Michael Grandchamp

Joseph and Erin Greco

Seth and Christine Greenia

Paul and Katherine Grimes

Anne Griswold

Jay and Jessica Grover-Silvestri

Christine Gullison

Phip and Cindy Hallowell

Veronica Hardy

Sam Hart

Warren and Nancy Hartwell

Aryn and Elle Hawks

Jock Hayes and  
   Blayney Norton-Hayes

Chris and Genna Heath

Mike and Pat Heller

Patrick and Jamie Heller

Peter and Taylor Henderson

Neil and Lea Hitchen

Dan and Michelle Hodes

Sean and Letitia Horrigan

Chris and Stefanie Hoye

Justin and Devin Hurley

Scott and Brandee Inness-Jones

Larry R. Ivens

William and Jeanne Marie Jarrett

Patricia Johnson

Victoria Johnson

Kyle and Angela Johnston

Jack and Bev Keigwin

Christine Keller

Caroline Kelley

Emily Kelley

Mattie and Drew Kemp

Nate and Jessica Kennedy

Steve and Jane Kirkpatrick

Kiwanis Club of Newport

Jason and Shana Kneib

Sheighlyn Knightly

Tony and Dani Koboltschnig

Nathan Krider and Erin Steadman

Greg and Jean LaBonte

Jim and Karen Lambert

Peter Larkin

Joe and Lisa Laumakis

Averill and Joan Laundon

Tyler and Jenni Laundon

Annual Giving Report
2023
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Faculty Families Trustees
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John and Marianne Lawless

Matthew Lichtenstein

Ambrose and Jessica Ling

Allegra Lovoy

Keith and Lauren Manville

Thomas and Cara Massey

Gerry and Kelly Mauer

Berry and Sue Mauer

Kevin McCandish

David and Kylie McCollough

Nicole M. McDermott

Suzanne McGrady

Rich McMorrow

Ruff and Polly Meadows

Andrew and Kristina Michelson

Beth Milham

Chris and Meaghan Moe

Mike and Bev Muessel

Kiah Murphy

Paul and Tina Murphy

Kurt and Susan Nathan

Edna O’Connell

Susan O’Donnell

Julie O’Halloran

Lauren O’Halloran

Charlotte O’Halloran

Darcey O’Halloran

Pat and Piper Padillia

Donald and Karen Pecchia

Dawn Pigott

Joshua and Rachael Pope

Trevor and Brittany Powers

Kay and Ashley Pruett

Charles and Lynne Ramos

Moriah Ramos

Erika Robinson

Sammy Rose

Josh and Rachel Rosenzweig

Jeff and Genevieve Rozansky

Aaron and Elizabeth Rudd

Trevor and Esther Samuel

Roberto Santana and Carolina Briano

Derek and Lea Savas

Wyeth Schapiro

Zander Schapiro

Geoff and Becky Scheusner

Ben and Vanessa Scheutzow

Eric and Alanna Schifrine

Charles and Susan Scholhamer

Ted and Catherine Scholhamer

Sam Schreiber

Bill and Nancy Scofield

Bill and Louise Scott/ 
   Scott Family Giving Account

Allison Serina

Katherine Shorey

Miriam E. Smith

Andrew and Amy Smith

Bruce Smith and Marcia Grozen-Smith

Mike and Lea Squatrito

Robert Baker and Dana Staats

Adam and Jessica Stadel

Dan and Sharon Steadman

Jonathan and Ashley Stone

Stuart and Leslie Streuli

Sean and Lisa Stuart

CJ and Krista Sturtevant

Jeremy and Lis Swain

Lucas and Loralee Swanson

Stacie Theron

Frank Tito

Audrain Triplett

John and Shannon Tumino

Alex and Jaclyn Turnbull

John and Dyan Vaughan

Pete von Rosenvinge

Matthew Waidler and Julia Wilson

Caroline Walker

Russell Wallack

Deborah Walsh

David and Jill Warning

Vuk Whallon

Steven and Lisa White

Joshua Weilar and Alanna Balboni

Kent and Nina Willever

Carlton Williamson

Sonia Wilson

David and Meredith Wilson

June Wing

Michael and Rebecca York

Kayla Zibbell

Bonnie Zimble



16th Annual  
Golf Tournament

Presenting Sponsors

Andsager, Bartlett & Pieroni

The Berkshire Bank Foundation

Carey, Richmond & Viking Insurance

Feeney, Foster & Cavanagh CPAs

Jeff and Cinnamon Hawks/ 
   Hawks Family Foundation

Sole Desire/Run Newport

University Gastroenterologists

Sponsors

Ann Andrade

Barton Gilman LLP

Susan Bistline

Castle Hill Inn

Marie Charles

John Ciummo

Stephen and Julie Connett

Chris and Anna Cote

Delken/Del Nero Dry Cleaning

Christine Dunn

East Coast Construction

Edward Jones

The Fifth Element

Forster Orthodontics

Foxwoods Resort Casino

Gold’s Wine & Spirits

Peter and Courtney Halvorsen

Bob and Emily Johnson

Jason and Anna Kane

Ted Karousos/The Blue Plate Diner

Rob Kelley and Ann Cotter-Kelley

Greg and Sarah Kiely

Zack King and Kerry Tyson

Angelo and Ellen Lopresti

Andrew and Cara Massey

Andrew and Shannon Mazur

Miss Porter’s School

Newport International Polo

Newport Pediatric Dentistry

NPT Healthworks

Susan O’Donnell

The O’Neil Family and  
   Schlossberg, LLC

Robert and Katie Ouellette

Steven and Isla Pageau

Barton Gilman LLP

Peak Event Services

Kyle and Dawn Phelps

Portsmouth Abbey School

Josh and Rachel Rosenzweig

Brewer and Abby Rowe

Jamie Schapiro and Kristin Emory/ 
   Aperture

Shamrock Home Loans

Spring Street Studio

St. George’s School

Jeremy and Lis Swain

Tabor Academy

David and Meredith Wilson

Golfers

Casey Ackerman

Stephen Adams

Victor Andrade

Steve Bakios

Ben Barlow

Coleen Benjamin

Michael Benjamin

Susan Bistline

Andrew Bixby

Tucker Bixby

Mathew Bottone

Ben Bradley

Will Burgess

Dave Caruso

Ian Casella

Courtney Cavanagh

Paul Cavanagh

Chris Cote

Tyler Cote

Sean Craft

Judson Dacher-Shapiro

Bhavesh Dayalji

Jay DeLeon

Jeffrey Dionne

Marcel DuVoir

Brandon Elliott

Earl Evans

Cristina Feden

Bill Foley

Matt Garcia-Bragiel

Derek Gillis

Jeff Goldman

John Gower

Timothy Groves

Jason Guyot

Anders Hansen

Gibby Harnett

Dan Hatch

Aryn Hawks

Elle Hawks

Blake Henderson

Melanie Henderson

Mike Holtman

Ben Israelite

Bob Johnson

Pat Johnson

Alex Karousos

George Karousos

Zachary Karousos

Ray Keller

Zackary King

Todd Koss

Matt Kumiega

Clubber Lang

Ed Langellier

Tyler Laundon

James Lee

Jeff Leech

Jack Lester

Robert Lester

Greg Levada

Ambrose Ling

Eric Long

Tommy Long

Muscles Masaydo

Shooter McGavin

Matt Menard

Ron Meneces

Anthony Micheletti

Lee Mita

Mike Mita

Jeff Moore

Guillermo Moronta

Tristan Mouligne

Tim Moulton

Grit Nanfelt

Scott Nanfelt

Andrew Naperotic

Peter O’Neill

Travis O’Dell

John Olinger

Jeff Oliveira

Rob Ouellette

Steve Pageau

Michael Pimental

Matthew Plain

Ralph Posner

Marla Pyle

Richard Pyle

Josh Rosenzweig

Brewer Rowe

Derek Savas

Jamie Schapiro

Dan Snizek

Dave Sparks
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Francis Spinella

Kate Spinella

Adam Stadel

Shane Sullivan

Dan Vieira

Mike Vieira

John Vitale

Joshua Wieler

50th Capital Campaign

Leadership Donors

Patrick and Lauren Haley

Stefani Hulitar

Bob and Emily Johnson/ 
   Effluential Technologies

Ted and Dina Karousos

Christian and Miriam Meko

Steven and Isla Pageau

Michael and Sara Pimental

Campaign Donors

Mike and Maureen Antonellis

Paul and Stephanie Bartley

Becca Bertrand

Brett and Stacy Carlson

Stephen and Julie Connett

Chris and Anna Cote/Cote Architecture

Domenic and Shannon D’Eramo

Cyril and Michelle Deluca-Verley

Jay and Jessica Grover-Silvestri

Dan and Michelle Hodes

Rob Kelley and Ann Cotter-Kelley

John and Marianne Lawless

Sam and Athena Murray

Rob and Katie Ouellette

Peter and Pila Pexton

Andrew and Ashley Ready

Duneley and Donna Rochino

CJ and Krista Sturtevant

Fall Festivity

Presenting Sponsors

Michael Cunniff and June Ellien

Southcoast Health

Nagetuck Farms

The Cook-Barry Family

Sponsors

Andrew Broten and Anne Nicole

Hugo and Renee Dominguez

Patrick and Lauren Haley

Jason and Anna Kane

Ted and Dina Karousos

Jeanne and Ray* Kelley

Gregory and Sarah Kiely

Daniel and Amanda Linder

Christian and Miriam Meko

Chris and Meaghan Moe

Trevor and Brittany Powers

Kay and Ashley Pruett

Brewer and Abby Rowe

Ben and Vanessa Scheutzow

David and Jill Warning

David and Kristin Wheeler

David and Meredith Wilson

Donors

Casey and Diana Ackerman

Ted and Nidiana Allen

Wesley and Suzanne Bannister

Barton Gilman LLP

Mathew Bottone and Sharon Rust

Andrew Broten and Anne Nicole/LinkedIn

Damon and Daniela Burton

Marie Charles

John and Martha Ciummo

Stephen and Julie Connett

Chris and Anna Cote

Arnod and Lizz de Villegas

Bill and Sara Gerlach

Peter and Taylor Henderson

Rob Kelley and Ann Cotter-Kelley

Gregory and Sarah Kiely

Jamie and Emmelene Kurtis

John and Marianne Lawless

Emily and Tim Moulton/ 
   Moulton Family Charitable Fund

Travis and Kristina O’Dell

Susan O’Donnell

James Cuccia/Omni Hotels

Brewer and Abby Rowe

Roberto Santana and Carolina Briano

Jamie Schapiro and Kristin Emory

Adam and Jessica Stadel

CJ and Krista Sturtevant

Stacie Theron

Top Rank Business Consulting

Matthew Waidler and Julia Wilson

Caroline Walker

David and Meredith Wilson

Michael and Rebecca York

Honorary and Memorial Gifts

In Honor Of

Nicole McDermott,  
In Honor of Mattie Kemp

In Memory Of Mark Bistline

Christine Keller

In Memory Of Bob Smith

Carol Cummins

Bill and Mary Durgin

Michael Edmondson

Stefani Hulitar

Victoria Johnson

Rob Kelley and Ann Cotter-Kelley

Kiwanis Club of Newport

Ruff and Polly Meadows

Beth Milham

Edna O’Connell

Audrain Triplett

June Wing

Restricted Gifts

Anonymous 
AV system equipment

Bob and Emily Johnson 
Garden Supplies

Ray Keller
Faculty Bonuses

David and Kristin Wheeler 
Support of Professional Development  
and DEIB Program

Tot and Mary Wright 
Faculty Bonuses

* We Remember



2022-2023 faculty

Rob Kelley,  
Head of School

Diana Ackerman

Ingrid Adolphs

Iris Bohensky

Meredith Botelho

Mathew Bottone

Diane Campagna

Pat Carbotti

Ann Cotter-Kelley

Shannon D’Eramo

Peter Dorrien Traisci

Mattie Edwards Kemp

Kristin Emory

Sarah Evans

Alex Fernandez ’01

Danielle Frawley

Veronica Hardy

Michelle Hodes

Eddie Jewel

Emily Johnson

Patricia Johnson

Jane Kirkpatrick

Karen Lambert

Marianne Lawless

Allegra Love

Richard McMorrow

Kristina Michelson

Paul Murphy

Blayney Norton-Hayes

Dawn Cronin Pigott

Moriah Ramos

Abby Rowe

Sam Schreiber

Allison Serina

Dana Staats

Jessica Stadel

Frank Tito

Thank you for your support.

Your donations go towards enriching the  

lives of your children at Pennfield by funding  

co-curriculars, after school activities,  

professional development, and so much more! 

pennfield.org

Venmo:  @Pennfield-School
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